
Agenda – 70 min together 

Welcome to Saskatoon and Treaty 6 Territory 
 
Part I: A brief introduction to our partnership (5min) 

 
Part II: The Resource (30min) 

 
Part III: A panel of experience (25min) 

There is more to Poverty  
than Meets the Eye…. 



An Multisectoral Partnership focused on poverty 
reduction in Saskatoon and Area. 

 

There is more to Poverty  
than Meets the Eye…. 

 
presented by: 

Colleen Christopherson-Cote 
Community Partnership Facilitator 



Historical Context 
‣In 2006 Saskatoon Health Region released a report 
 

 
 
 
 
 

‣2008 the Saskatoon Health Disparities: Analysis to Intervention, including 
46 interventions that evaluation research had shown to be effective at 
reducing health inequities was released 

 

‣Saskatoon Poverty Reduction Partnership formed in response to the need 
for a collaborative partnership to address social determinants of health 
across sectors. 

 

“… compared the health status of residents within Saskatoon’s six low income 
neighbourhoods to the rest of the city and found substantial disparities in suicide 
attempts, mental disorders, injuries and poisonings, diabetes, chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disorder, coronary heart disease, chlamydia, gonorrhea, hepatitis C, teen 
births, low birth weights, infant mortality and all cause mortality. Although disparity in 

health outcomes by socioeconomic status is well known, the magnitude of the 
disparity in health outcomes is shocking for a city in the western world. For example, 
the infant mortality rate in Saskatoon’s low income neighbourhoods was 448% higher 

than the rest of the city; which is worse than developing nations.” 

 “promote health equity in health AND all other systems” 



Saskatoon RIC 
Regional intersectoral Committee 

 community 

government 
Data/Evidence 



Theory of Change 
‣Awareness & Advocacy 
‣Aboriginal Engagement 
‣Business Engagement 
‣Faith Engagement 
‣University & Policy  
‣Evaluation & Monitoring 
‣Inclusion (lived experience) 

Projects: 
• YXE connects! 
• Plan2EndHomelessness 
• Collective Impact 
• Predatory Loan 
• Living Wage 
• Early Years 
• Aboriginal Employment 
• Community Development 
• Food Security 
• Poverty Costs 
• Community Learning events 
• Participatory democracy 

 



Social Determinants of Health 

The social determinants of health are the conditions in which people are born, 
grow, work, live, learn and age, and the wider set of forces & systems shaping the 
conditions of daily life. These forces & systems include economic policies & 
systems, development agendas, social norms, social policies & political systems 



Some of the facts 



Local Stats  

• 72% of children are ready for school & 72 % are graduating on time 
• 15% of students entering grade 1 are in need of Tier3 levels of supports 
• Meals at Saskatoon Friendship Inn since Jan 01 – April 15, 2015: 65,572 
• In 2013: 3,163 cases of fruit & 1,462 cases of vegetables to schools  
• 1200L of milk, are delivered by CHEP to schools per week in Saskatoon 
• 40.1% that rent - pay more than 30% of their income towards shelter 

 
• 83.2% of residents believe something can be done to reduce health 

disparity by income  
• 83.8% supported strengthening early intervention programs for children, 

such as poverty reduction. 



The Resource 
‣Adapted with permission for the Ladybug Foundation’s Grade 6 “Making 
Change” program (Manitoba) 
 

‣An MPH practicum project with educational consultant assistance (2011) 
 

‣Pilot projects with 6 teachers, evaluation report and revision based on 
evaluation 
‣Total cost to date (for the health region) approximately $25,000.00 
‣Curricular connections (social and health) – more to come. 
‣Professional development for teachers – part II  
‣Implementation with University Education students – part III 

 
https://www.saskatoonhealthregion.ca/locations_services/S
ervices/health- 
promotion/Pages/TheresMoreToPovertyThenMeetsTheEye.a
spx 
 

https://www.saskatoonhealthregion.ca/locations_services/Services/health-promotion/Pages/TheresMoreToPovertyThenMeetsTheEye.aspx
https://www.saskatoonhealthregion.ca/locations_services/Services/health-promotion/Pages/TheresMoreToPovertyThenMeetsTheEye.aspx
https://www.saskatoonhealthregion.ca/locations_services/Services/health-promotion/Pages/TheresMoreToPovertyThenMeetsTheEye.aspx
https://www.saskatoonhealthregion.ca/locations_services/Services/health-promotion/Pages/TheresMoreToPovertyThenMeetsTheEye.aspx


Get Connected… 

Colleen Christopherson-Cote 
Community Partnership Facilitator 
colleen.christopherson.cote@gov.sk.ca 
rm 880 122 3rd Ave N 
(Sturdy Stone Bldg) 
Saskatoon, SK S7K2K6 
Phone: 306-933-5030 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qarQXqK
bmLg&feature=player_embedded 

 

Who keeps chucking our 
kids in the river? 

Thinking Upstream 

Saskatoon Poverty  
Reduction Partnership 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qarQXqKbmLg&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qarQXqKbmLg&feature=player_embedded


There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

Why a Resource on Poverty for Schools 



Alignment with Curriculum: 
Broad Areas of Learning 

There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 



Alignment with Curriculum: 
Cross Curricular Competencies 

There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 



There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

The Resource 



There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

• There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

Poverty and Rights 



There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

The Resource 



In Their Shoes 
• Consider your situation and work through 

the dilemna together 
• Have groups present their problem solving 

ideas.  
• Students may use creative presentation 

methods, such as a short story, a group 
reflection, or a skit. 
 

There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 



There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

The Resource 



Social Determinants of Health 
1. Income and Social Status 
2. Social Supports Network 
3. Education and Literacy 
4. Employment/Working Conditions 
5. Social Environments 
6. Physical Environments 
7. Personal Health and Coping 
8. Healthy Child Development 
9. Biology and Genetics 
10.Health Services 
11.Gender 
12.Culture 

There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 



There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

Poverty 
and 

Health 



There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

Poverty 
and 

Health 



There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

The Resource 



There’s More to Poverty Than Meets the Eye 

Curriculum Connections 

• Outcomes and Indicators linked to all activities in 
the resource for grade 6-9 Health and Social 
Studies 

 
• Could easily be linked to Language Arts 
 
• Has been approved as a supplemental resource by 

the Ministry of Education for Social Studies 
 

• Cross-curricular links for Social Studies, Health 
and Language Arts 
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