’ '-5;2 " E A‘:‘,‘
E UL

Learning
from and

with
Parents

Home Visits and the Co-creation of a
‘Kinder'Garden
ennifer Heinrichs
.Ed M.Ed.




Jennifer Heinrichs

- B.Ed. (1996), M.Ed. (2015)
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« New Vice Principal for Stobart Community School,
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Parent Engagement on and off the School
Landscape

« Home Visits Research, Professional and Personal
« Parent’s voice: Recorded conversations with parents

 How I co-created a garden with my kindergarten students and their
families

 Learning from a garden

« Why it is important to have this conversation with Board Members



Why Home Visits?

« Working alongside all parents provides high quality education for all
« A Home Visit begins to build a relationship built on mutual trust

« “The elementary school teacher, in particular, should visit the
home of all of her or his students to be cognizant of each child’s
strengths and weaknesses and to build a partnership with the
parents”(Jeynes, 2006, 2010a, 2010b, as cited in Jeynes, 2011, p. 12).

« Effective teaching begins with building strong relationships

« Jeynes, W.H. (2011). Parental involvement research: Moving to the next level. The School
Community Journal, 21(1), 9-18.




Parent involvement vs. Parent
engagement

Parent involvement = working
within the school’s agenda

Parent engagement = working
alongside one another, a

reciprocal beneficial
relationship (Pushor 2010)

n
. Pushor, D. (2010). Are schools doing enough to learn
| about families? In M. Miller Marsh &
T. Turner-Vorbeck (Eds.), (Mis)Understanding families:
Learning from real families in our schools (pp. 4-16). New

E n g a g e m e nt? York, NY: Teachers College Press.




Learning From Families

 Dispelling assumptions

 Deficit thinking vs. Strength-based thinking, Flessa, Gallagher-Mackay,
and Ciuffetelli Parker (2010)

Flessa, J., Gallagher-Mackay, K., & Ciuffetelli Parker, D. C. (2010). “Good, steady progress”: Success
stories from Ontario elementary schools in challenging circumstances. Canadian
Journal of Educational Administration and Policy, 101, 2-38.
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Regardless of income level or education background, all families can—and
do—support their children’s success... When schools engage families in
ways that are linked to improving learning, students make greater gains.
When families are engaged in positive ways, rather than labeled as
problems, schools can be transformed from places where only certain
students prosper to ones where all children do well. (Henderson, Mapp,
Johnson, & Davies, 2007, p. 3)

Henderson, A. T.,, Mapp, K. L., Johnson, V. R,, & Davies, D. (2007). Beyond the bake sale: The
essential guide to family-school partnerships. New York, NY: The New Press.
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Benefits of Home Visits

« Research (Meyer, Mann, Becker, 2011)

« Teachers learn about students’ backgrounds and home life

» Provides a more personal and comfortable setting in which to
get to know individual children and their families

» Improves attitudes of both students and parents towards the
teacher and the school

Meyer, Mann, & Becker. (2011). A five-year follow-up: Teachers’ perceptions of the benefits of home visits for early elementary children. Early
Childhood Education, 39, 191-196.




Teacher/Student Benetfits

e Remembering my own home visit

e C(reating an easier transition to school

 Developing relationships

 (Compelled to share this with colleagues in School
Division



Benefits for Parents:
Learning From Cassandra

e Hearing a “Family’s Story” vs. hearing “Stories of families” (Huber, Graham, Orr and
Reid, 2010)

» Benefit for child and parent

* Honoring Family Knowledge

“...walk alongside parents for the time we are with them to support them in achieving
thelr life’s work for their child” (Pushor, 2013)

Huber, J.,Graham, D.,Murray Orr, A., & Reid, N. (2010). Literature conversations for inquiring into the influence of family stories on teacher identities. In M. Miller Marsh &
T. Turner-Vorbeck (Eds.), (Mis)Understanding families: Learning from real families in our schools (pp. 79-94). New York, NY: Teachers College Press.

Pushor, D. (2013). Bringing into being a curriculum of parents. In D. Pushor & the Parent Engagement Collaborative, Portals of promise: Transforming beliefs and practices through a curriculum of parents (pp.
5-19). Rotterdam, NL: Sense Publishers.



Overcoming Fears

« Parents- it is important to make » Administration/Teachers
that first initial phone call or
contact when a parent comes to
school

* “Our students go there every
day. Why can’t we?” (Brizard, as
cited in Matthews 2011)

« Focus on the child “The best way
to communicate empathy for
parents, and to keep the child in
focus, is to mine the parent’s
wisdom about their child”
(Lawrence-Lightfoot, 2003)

Mathews, ]. (2011, April 18). Should teachers visit student homes? The Washington Post. Retrieved from, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/class-struggle /post/should-teachers-visit-student-
homes/2011/08/17/glQApbzoM]_blog.html
Lawrence-Lightfoot, S. (2003). The essential conversation: What parents and teachers can learn from each other. New York, NY: Random House.




e Including all cultures and kinds of families

 Inviting parents in to teach alongside the teacher

~ Informing
Curricula




Eng, C. (2013). Rethinking practice: Families representing themselves. In D. Pushor & the Parent Engagement Collaborative. (2013). Portals of promise:
Transforming beliefs and practices through a curriculum of parents (pp. 193-203). Rotterdam, NL: Sense Publishers.



Supportive policies,
time allotment, safety

The measures, budget....

Tdseetme Butnot obstacles

board
members




Questions
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Connecting
our
children to

our beloved
prairies
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How Would cocreatlng a kindergarten outdoor |

learning space integrate curriculum and extend
children’s learning?
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We asked for help from our community

We wrote a letter to a community * He responded by donating
member: everything we needed!

Dear Mr. H, :

We are building a garden. Can you
please give us some of your gravel
and dirt? We have $200 to pay for
it. We would love to hear from
you.

From,

Kindergarten




Integrating Curriculum

e Math, Phys.Ed.  Science, ELA,







AEFHELEFETTFELTIR R

W




HEREE
i TR
L ‘[‘ L | L: 1l
HHATHTH g
I
.N e

|










"/ Playing and [l
Learning... |

b ]
\



vering...

S )
wn
-
=




Children’s learning:

 Developed a sense of wonder and awe, a culture of inquiry

Collaboration, cooperation, working as a team

Watched the miracle of vegetable production from seed to vegetable

Gained an understanding of the importance of garden creatures,
earthworms, ladybugs, bees and butterflies

Learned plants are living and breathing and require care and attention

A sense of pride in accomplishing a task that was planned out and
completed together



Community connections....and future plans

Community members complimented the beauty of the garden and
offered to help care for it

People are still asking if they can donate perennials, seeds and garden
supplies to us

« Expansion of the ‘Kinder’garden to create a much larger outdoor play
and exploration area adjacent to it

Parents, Grandparents, The Affinity Credit Union, Division office



* Policies that support the
creation of green space

% i « Supporting communities, facility

Tmportance | staff, and schools to create and
maintain green spaces

for Board
members




Questions

Thank you!




