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How does GSD fit in the big picture of education? 
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SK fYrefly Goals 

1) To ensure all children and youth, including 
students who are GSD, feel protected, included 
and empowered in school. 

2) To create schools and community environments 
that include, protect and empower all children 
and youth, including those who are GSD. 

3) To build leadership and strengthen capacity in 
school divisions to create learning environments 
where all students feel protected, included and 
respected. 

 



Pilot with SECPSD 
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Initial Reflections 

    If you were to have a guest observe your school division and 
schools for a typical week, what would this guest see, hear 
and learn that would affirm/confirm the message that 
students and their families, who are GSD, are welcomed and 
accepted by your community and school division?  
 
 



Sex and Gender 

    Sex and gender are two words that are often used 
interchangeably, but there are distinct differences in 
their definitions.  Sex is generally understood to be 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ 
organs; these anatomical details are thought to 
define a person as male or female. Gender is 
regularly understood to refer to gender identity, 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΣ ƳŀƭŜ 
or other, regardless of biology. 

 



What SK students are saying ... 
  

   The worst thing about homophobia in my school is 
ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ƛǘ 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŜǾŜƴ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ ōŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴƛǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ άLǘΩƭƭ Ǝƻ 
ŀǿŀȅέ ƻǊ ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎέΦ     

   SK Grade 9 Student 
  

  I went to see the principal about it. He said ... basically... 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
group. If it was two or three boys then I could sort it out, 
ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƻǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ   

   Liam, aged 16 
 



Saskatchewan fYrefly 

1. Camp fYrefly 

 

2. fYrefly in Schools 
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/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ-based, summer 
leadership retreat for LGBTQ+ and allied youth 



An educational, social, 
and personal learning 
retreat 

Helps youth develop the leadership skills 
and resiliency necessary for them to 
become change agents in their schools, 
families, and communities 

 



fYrefly in Schools? 

Provides informative workshops, training 
and consultation on sexual and gender 
diversity, focusing on enhancing inclusion of 
GSD in the school system 



Youth peer educators 

Volunteers are 16-24 years old, identify as 
LGBTQ+ or allies, and seek to make a 
difference for GSD youth in Saskatchewan 



fYrefly in Schools 

ÅInteractive workshops that align with 
provincial curricula 

ÅProfessional Learning Opportunities  

    (e.g., Heterosexism, FNM, Privilege and 
Oppression, High-quality Teaching and Learning, 
Effective Policy and Administrative Procedures, 
Creating Safe Environments, Family and 
Community Engagement) 

 



Why do we need to understand gender and sexual diversity?  
   

Student Safety 
Å Many incidents of bullying and harassment are gendered in nature; they isolate and 
ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ΨƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƳƛƴƛƴƛǘȅΩΦ 
 

School Culture 
Å The silencing and marginalization of students and their families who are or who are 

perceived to be gender and/or sexually diverse tells community members that they are 
not welcomed or valued for who they are. 

 

Student Physical and Emotional Health 
Å Feeling ostracized and isolated in schools has long-ǘŜǊƳ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

physical and emotional well-being.  When students feel threatened, they may try to 
escape these negative environments through unhealthy behaviours. 
 

Student Engagement and Academic Success 
Å Students who attend schools where they feel safe and welcomed while experiencing a 

less oppressive environment are more likely to attend school, learn and succeed. 
 

Diversity and Equity 
Å Provincial curricula are designed to prepare students to become engaged citizens and to 

develop social responsibility.  Educators need to find ways to teach inclusively about the 
άƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦέ    
 

       (Adapted from Elizabeth Meyer, 2010) 



Heterosexism  
 

άaƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
making analogies will assume that girls have boyfriends 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŜǘŜǊƻΦ  LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ Ǝŀȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇΦέ 
(SK Student, 2014) 
 

tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōƻǊƴ ƘƻƳƻǇƘƻōƛŎ ƻǊ ƘŜǘŜǊƻǎŜȄƛǎǘ Χ 
Homophobic and heterosexist attitudes are, therefore, 
learned, shaped, and maintained through 
communication. It is also through communication that 
such attitudes can be eradicated.  (Gust, 1997)  



Oppression of Silence 

Even in schools were attempts are made to minimize 
verbal and physical harassment, GSD youth can still 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ άoppression of silenceΦέ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ 
may come in the form of avoidance of discussions of 
LGBTQ issues or in the absence of positive information 
or images of LGBTQ youth, adults and same-gender-
parented families.   

    (Dr. K. Wells, 2006)   



Because homophobia and heterosexism are 
pervasive in our culture, failing to act against them 
allows them to continue. Inaction signals 
acceptance of homophobia and heterosexism.  
Taking action against homophobia and heterosexism 
is the responsibility of all of us. 

 
 

 
 

Oppression of Silence 



Comprehensive School Community Health (CSCH ) 
(pp. 20-32) 

 
άLƴ Saskatchewan, the Ministries of Education and Health 

should continue to address health and safety issues of 

children and youth through a Comprehensive School 

Community Health approach. This approach engages 

school divisions, schools, families and community partners 

to improve student achievement and well-ōŜƛƴƎέ όǇΦ нлύΦ 

 

CSCH - http://www.education.gov.sk.ca/csch/  



 Comprehensive School Community Health (CSCH) 
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High-Quality Teaching and Learning 
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CSCH: High-quality Teaching and Learning 

Gr. 1 ς In what ways are 
families similar or 
different?  What is a 
family?  What makes a 
family special? 

 

Gr. 3 ς What is a stereotype?  
Where do we see 
stereotypes?  What can be 
done to change them? 

    Gr. 5 ς Where do our beliefs 
come from?  Are they fair, 
just, moral? 

 

    Gr. 8 ς When is it necessary 
to question the status quo? 

 

     Gr. 10 ς What is my role 
and responsibility in 
addressing inequalities? 



Effective Policy (and Administrative Procedures) 
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