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SSBA Reacts to 2026-27 Budget Announcement 

The 2026-27 provincial budget is 
in line with what school boards have 
seen previously and maintains 
commitments to increasing 
specialized supports but falls short 
of significant new investment in 
other areas, according to the SSBA. 

“The circumstances will vary 
among school divisions in the 
province, but overall, this budget is 
consistent with what we’ve seen for 
funding in recent years,” said Dr. 
Shawn Davidson, president of the 
SSBA. “However, it doesn’t 
represent additional investment in 
the sector outside of specialized 
support programming.” 

The specialized support 
programming has been well-
received in divisions, said Davidson, 
noting the budget commitment to 
expand that funding is consistent 
with the government’s promises to 
continue to increase the reach to 
more schools across a period of 
multiple years. 

However, the budget is not 
keeping up with all inflationary 
pressures faced by school divisions, 
including transportation, local 
contracts, and funds needed to 
maintain infrastructure. 

While some planned capital 
expenditures are always welcome, 
more dollars for preventative 
maintenance and renewal are 
missing from the budget, Davidson 
said. Many school divisions are 
facing pressures around facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“What is included for capital is 
appreciated but will not fully 
address the urgent needs out 
there,” said Davidson. Divisions have 
identified a need for preventative 
maintenance and renewal funding 
that equates to about two per cent 
of school value allocated annually. 

The current funding level is 
remaining stagnant at about one-
half of one per cent based on the 
budget announcement. 

“Although the industry standard 
is two per cent, we would be happy 
to see the level reach at least one 
per cent as a first step,” he said. 

 

SSBA President Dr. Shawn Davidson and Vice-President Lori Kidney attended Budget 
Day at the Legislative Building in March, where President Davidson addressed media. 
The SSBA will be working with boards over the coming months to unpack the budget. 

 
 

Visit the SSBA website to view the 
updated Education Funding one-pager, 

representing ongoing advocacy. 

https://saskschoolboards.ca/2026/03/18/ssba-reacts-to-2026-27-budget-announcement/
https://saskschoolboards.ca/advocacy/advocacy-activity/
https://saskschoolboards.ca/advocacy/advocacy-activity/
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2026 SSBA Spring Assembly (held Apr. 16-17 in Saskatoon) 

Keynote Speaker: “Why Indigenous Education is not the right thing to do…it’s the only thing to do” –  
Niigaan James Sinclair 

Greetings from the Government of Saskatchewan (virtual) –  
Legislative Secretary for Education, Dakota-Arm River MLA Barret Kropf 

SSBA President’s Address –  
Dr. Shawn Davidson 

https://saskschoolboards.ca/events1/past-events/
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2026 SSBA Spring Assembly (held Apr. 16-17 in Saskatoon) 

Development of a Provincial Northern/Rural/Remote Education Strategy: An Interim Report –  
Dr. Greg McJannet and Dr. Paul Newton, Saskatchewan Educational Leadership Unit (SELU) 

Equitable Education for Students with Reading Disabilities – 
Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission, Chief Commissioner Treena Sikora and Maria Soonias Ali 

Spring Assembly –  
Trustees and other attendees participated in the event in Saskatoon in April 

https://saskschoolboards.ca/events1/past-events/
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“The mission of the SSBA is to provide 
leadership, coordination and services to 
member boards of education to support 

student achievement.” 

 

President:  
Dr. Shawn Davidson 

Vice-President:  
Lori Kidney 

Catholic Constituency:  
Jerome Niezgoda 

Central Constituency:  
Ronna Pethick 

Conseil scolaire fransaskois Constituency: 
Élizabeth Perreault 

Indigenous Constituency:  
Kimberly Greyeyes 

Northern Constituency:  
Nathan Favel 

Southern Constituency:  
Lisa Grudnizki 

Urban Public Constituency:  
Donna Banks 

 

Executive Director: 
Darren McKee 

Board Development and  
Indigenous Education:  

Ted Amendt, PhD 

Communications and  
Strategic Services: 

Jill Welke 

Corporate Services: 
Catherine Vu 

Member Services, 
Risk and Benefits: 
Jeff McNaughton 

 

Saskatchewan School Boards Association 
400-2631 28th Ave., 

Regina, Sask., S4S 6X3 
Phone: 306-569-0750 

Fax: 306-352-9633 
Email: admin@saskschoolboards.ca 

 

The School Trustee is published 
approximately five times per year 

(September to June). 

 

If you would prefer to receive The School 
Trustee by hard copy, please contact the 
Association at the email address above. 
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Calendar Update 

 
Upcoming dates in 2026: 

 
 

Employee Benefits Plan Seminar 

May 7-8 

Saskatoon 

 
 

Canadian School Boards Association 

2026 Trustee Gathering on 

Education, Innovation, and Reconciliation 

July 5-8 

Hosted By: 

British Columbia School Trustees Association 

General Insurance Plan Loss Prevention Seminar 

The 2026 SSBA General Insurance Plan Seminar was held in the Saskatoon 

area on March 26. Fourteen delegates from 10 school divisions attended. 

(Attendance declined for the second consecutive year, again due to severe 

weather, announced a day prior to both events. However, seminar quality 

remains strong and highly valued.) The seminar covered a number of areas 

of interest and value to the school division context including: 1) ‘Reducing 

Sports Injuries in Schools: From Equipment and Facilities to Supervision 

and Emergency Response’; 2) ‘Physical Security and Facility Protection: 

Best Practices for Schools’; and, 3) ‘Interpreting and Acting on Suncorp 

Loss Prevention Reports: A Guide to Reducing Risks and Losses in Schools’. 

mailto:admin@saskschoolboards.ca
https://saskschoolboards.ca/events/
https://saskschoolboards.ca/event/ebp-seminar-2/
https://saskschoolboards.ca/event/ebp-seminar-2/
https://bcsta.org/csba-gathering-2026/
https://bcsta.org/csba-gathering-2026/
https://bcsta.org/csba-gathering-2026/

