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ESSAY by Jordyn Leib: Two things you would change in the school system to better 

prepare you for the future. 

 

The field of education, like any field, faces many challenges for professionals and students. Two of the most 

important issues that school buildings face daily are managing inclusion and limited resources which evolves into 

inequitable programming across the province. 

 

My cousin attends a school in Prairie Valley School Division. He is quite medically fragile, in a wheelchair; tube fed 

and faces many physical and mental challenges. He has many people that help him in his day and who are very 

creative in creating ways he can be a part of the school day.  Adapting to ensure all students belong is important in 

constructing an inclusive classroom environment.  Although this presents its own challenges, it is important for 

educators to help all students reach their personal best.  One of the most complex pieces of inclusion is helping 

change attitudes towards people with special needs. I believe students in schools need to be coached and 

mentored on how to interact and include those with needs.  For example, there are many students in my building 

that have autism. I have a general understanding of what that means but also understand each person with autism is 

a unique individual. Students may want to reach out to others with needs but often lack the knowledge and skills 

to know how.  The adults in the building with the skillset need to help with this connection and knowledge to 

improve inclusionary activities. 

 

I have been very fortunate to attend school in a community that has full access to great programming. However, 

many students in my school division do not because their school is not able to offer what larger centers get. 

Certain courses of study are available through Magnet Programming, where some rural students receive the 

opportunity to complete courses in schools where the materials and teachers are available. This opens up many 

opportunities for students enrolled in lower population schools. I feel very lucky to have had the opportunity to 

participate in programs such as Outdoor Education semesters, well developed Student Leadership initiatives, and 

choice of many different sports programs. But when I encounter other rural Saskatchewan students, their school 

experience has been more limited. Because I live closer to a major urban center, why do I get better access to 

programming? Why do children in my area have access to French immersion but students forty kilometers away 

do not even have Core French classes? There are inequities that seem to be based on population in our province. 

 

Education is a field that continually sees the need to reflect and adapt to accommodate to our province’s growth 

and student’s needs. I have been accepted into the Faculty of Education and I am excited to know I can have the 

chance to have an impact and make a difference in these issues. I know I am entering a very challenging and 

innovative field and that is why I chose it.  
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