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By Michael Crabb

 I was very fortunate during my high school career to have attended Borden School, as most im-
provements I could think of for the school system were already nearly entirely implemented in our school. 
There are a couple of ideas that I have though, of how schools may better prepare future students for going 
out into the world.
  Firstly, I think that it would be greatly beneficial if all high schools in Saskatchewan were to focus 
on introducing a good selection of jobs available and what education is needed in 
order for the students to get these jobs. I would like to see more personal discussions with the individual 
students to take place, in order for them to figure out what they need to focus on 
and to help them decide what they might want to have as a future career. Luckily, I never really had this 
problem, but many students have a difficult time deciding what they want to do when they graduate and 
I think that it would help if there was a program integrated into the school system that would help them 
make that decision and give them guidance. In my school division, I was able to participate in the SWEEP 
program (Student Work Experience Education Program) which allowed me to search job options and nar-
row down what I wanted to do. It would be a great help to others who aren’t offered this program, or who 
do not have the means to reach a workplace, to have an in school class offered to explore job options and 
show what is required for education in specific fields. My school offered a careers class which was benefi-
cial, but I believe it could be improved if there was a wider range of job fields explored. 
 My second idea is to have more instruction and discussion about the financial aspects of moving 
on to university and college and living on your own after graduation. It would also be helpful if there were 
some way to bring the parents into this session and allow them to learn about these matters too, as some 
teenagers occasionally fail to inform their parents about what they have learned in class. Information about 
applying for student loans could also be introduced at this time. It is a big change for students who go 
from dealing with finances while living at home to living on one’s own and having to deal with their own 
finances. Having more instruction on budgeting and saving money would be both useful and reassuring for 
students and their parents, so they have background knowledge of these matters before they have to experi-
ence it for themselves
 Although many schools may work these ideas into their curriculum already, I believe that improve-
ments could definitely be made in these areas to better prepare upcoming graduates for their future. 

Identify, and describe the benefit of, two things that you would change in the school system to better 
prepare you for the future.


