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My High School Experience

By Cassandra Josephson

  To better prepare me for the future, there are a few things the school system would need to 
change. School needs to focus more on essay length and style, marking projects and assignments 
tougher and being more strict with due dates. 
	 The	first	thing	the	school	system	would	need	to	do	to	better	prepare	me	for	the	future	is	to	
focus more on essays. I would have liked to learn different format styles and to write more lengthy 
essays. Being in French immersion all through school, I found that we spent a lot of time on learning 
the language while others may have been learning more of the basics in English writing skills. Upon 
entering SIAST, I had no idea about different styles like APA and MLA. If I was better prepared for 
this,	papers	wouldn’t	take	nearly	as	long	to	finish;	I	wouldn’t	need	to	need	to	spend	so	much	time	
researching the format. I could focus fully on what I’m writing. Also, I was used to writing two page 
essays and was not properly prepared for anything much longer than that. Having longer papers in high 
school would help me to better expand my thoughts
 The second thing I would change is to make school more challenging in general. 
Teachers need to mark tougher. The rule is that you will get penalized for late assignments and past a 
certain time unable to submit them. This is not necessarily the case. School divisions are not allowing 
deducting late marks or not accepting assignments. They would rather students hand in an assignment 
late than not at all. Students should get penalized everyday an assignment is late and past a certain 
point should not be able to hand it in. Going into nursing, I found it to be a much faster pace and a lot 
more demanding of my time. In university they are very rigorous of the due dates. Having high school 
more challenging and not so lenient on due dates would help me to prioritize things better and com-
plete them punctually without stress. 
	 Essay	writing	skills	and	being	less	flexible	with	assignments	are	a	couple	thing	that	I	think	
could	be	better	improved	for	my	future	education.	The	school	system	has	many	flaws	as	well	as	many	
strengths. This is my experience from what I took away from high school. I believe it is important that 
our education be well rounded and everyone receive the instruction they need.


