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The Impact of Academic Success 

By Siera Bearchell 

 Our world is one of success, advancement and prosperity.  However, our world is also one of 

poverty, struggle and hardship.  How can we live in a place where there are families living in ravish 

palaces and only an earshot away, a family of the same size lives under a tin sheet with a rag as a door.  

What is it that separates these families?  How can the same race live such diverse lives in such close 

areas?  Ultimately, I believe the success of an individual comes down to education. 

 Education is the basis of life.  We are constantly learning from before we take our first steps all 

the way until we take our last breath.  We learn from our families, our friends, and if given the 

opportunity, teachers and professors.  Educational opportunities and academic success allow an individual 

to be social, find employment, understand their rights, adapt more readily to change and be an overall 

healthier person.  A background with an education also decreases the odds of that individual engaging in 

criminal activity or becoming dependent on public assistance.  Developing countries around the world do 

not yet have the ability to offer a formal education to all of their population and therefore the 

advancement of these countries is considerably stalled.  Humans have an incredible capacity to learn and 

academic success is what allows one to succeed in a forever advancing world. 

 It has been proven that individuals who feel accomplished and educated are more likely to 

succeed in the workplace.  It has also been proven that when people work for earnings, they will continue 

to work and move forward in their own lives which ultimately drive a nation.  Such an example would lie 

in Kenya, Africa.  I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to travel to rural Kenya and build a 

school with Free the Children.  While in Africa, I learned the importance of education and what it can do 

to transform a community.  When families were given hand-outs from charities such as bed mats or 

mosquito nets, the family would often sell off the items to purchase food or other necessities for the 

household.  In fact, a factory that made mosquito nets that employed over a thousand Kenyans was shut 

down due to charities coming in to the country and giving away the nets for free.  This is the perfect 

example to define the importance of education and the need for academic success.  While in Africa, I 

witnessed first-hand the impact education and success through academics has on a community.  Educated 

young woman are confident enough to open their own corner store rather than getting married at fifteen 

years of age.  Young men are not only assisting their families on the farm, but they are expanding the 



business into other regions of the land.  Education is the answer to effectively raise our world out of 

poverty and moving in a positive direction into the future. 

 Although we live in a world of ups and downs, success and failures; we are in control of our 

future.  There will never be a perfect utopia, but sustainable and empowering projects can improve the 

lives of millions around the world.  Accessible education and the ability to feel academic success are vital 

to move our world in a positive direction.  Academic success is not only measured by a grade, but it is 

also measured by the success of a community. 

 

  


